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Preface

Whilst | was a member of the Norfolk Records Commitieeasewas madefor the inclusion of
unringed Blackailed Godwits(form limosg on the list of species that required a descriptiaimead
of entering the annualrecord 6F (1 KS O 2 dzy Sodrasier nhy @ivie dardgyink ab the NRC
concluded limosa made its way on to thatdescriptiors list and the identification challenge
surroundingthis compelling and scarceorm became topical once again.

At the request of NRC secretary Mick Fiszer, | bundleetiveg a wealth of my own materiéb pass

on to the committee membersdetailed notes, photos, descriptions, personal accounts and
LINB LJ2 & SR & dzo YA & & il Yampiladkatross dlnfR 204y éalis indreworked on
primarily for my ownbenefit, by way of trying to advance mgwn understanding ofimosg and

passed it on tacounty recorderNeil Lawbn to circulate tothe current committeemembers Nell

then gotbackA y (G 2dzOK (2 4SS AF LQR Llzi & gewidvioKthe 3 0 2
identification of Blackailed Godwitsin Norfolkand what follows is the end result of dkeinitial

email conversatios with Neil and Mick.

Introduction
Acrossthe last hree decadeshe interest inmanydifferent forms of a variety of speciesecorded
in not only Norfolk but Britain and Ireland as a whole, ilmeseasedo dizzyingnew heights.

Some of the interest inaccurate sub-specific identifications is borne from a conservation
perspective but a sizeable seconarpof thisyearon-yearrisehas undoubtedly been fuelled by the
potential for science to unlockurther DNA codes and announce that some tbbse forms
(sometimesrare one$ are actually worthy oklevation to specific status.vEryonewho enjoyed

one recent Norfolk arrivalthe Stejnd SN & { G2y SOKIF G Ff2y3 aSlFR2¢
HAaMy X g2dAZ R KIFI PGS 0SSy RSEAIKGSR 6KSYy Ga2FFAOAL
conclusively provencourtesy of faecal samplingork undertaken by Professor Martin Collinson

and his eamat the University of Aberdeen



That positived (0 $1&i0 S¢ A RSY G A F A Olodlsryed 1 Backip gt ajmose efSyO K | U
field birder recognised at the time, that thelistinctive suite of characters shown by the bird
matched all those exhil®d (to one degree or another) by other known, accepted vagrants in
western Europe. Hfield identification knowledgewas now accompaniedy solid scientific data,

with the subsequent DNA results coming as@al surprise.
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Blacktailed Godwit, formlimosa Cambridgeshire Washes (Richard Chandler)

A number of other forms have been looked aften in great detail, bylocalbirders who are keen
to fathom and quantify some of th&ugher crypto-species that appear in Norfgllsome onan
annual basis. Onef those is the nominate form of Blati&iled Godwit,Limosa limosa limosa
(frequently referred to, somewhat misleadinglyas Continental Bladiiled Godwit the vast
YI22NRG& 27T beBoMF aré §f Didds flonyi Aithibr, Mdst likely, adjacentot the
countyfQad 6 Sad &Ny o62NRSNJI

Thanks to the invaluable efforts of numerous ringing teams over the last 20 years or so, a significant
number oflimosa(as the form will be referred to from now on) have been coldnged in and

around the far west of Ndolk and in neighbouring Cambridgeshire. A broad ceestion of those

birds have been recorded at several coastal sites in north and northwest Norfolk, with my local
patch of Cley at the heart of the records. Those kndimmosa have been, just like theecent

5b! QSR b2NF2f1 {i0Se2ySasSNna {02ySOKI Gz fieddi GK
characteristics that have been used to separate magés oflimosaand the highly migratory
Icelandic Blackailed Godwit, formislandicaby keen fieldbirders fa decades.



Thelast 10 yearshas seen an upturn of interest in respectlioiosa(arguably aworthy contender
for specific stas) but that interestfrequently grinds to a haltif no colourrings are present.
Hopefully what follows will assist birders wheant to flex and test their ID skills with unringed
birds, limosahavingrapidly become the Baltic Guidhuivalent of the wader worlavhere, for many,
AT | 02y i SafrRéshilate@ainyigitiis largely ignored. With due diligence, patience
and keen eyebeingemployed,limosa(andfuscug can be identified safely in the fieldithout the
need to resort to the assistance atldedplastic markersThey can be tough to identify, but they
can be done.

Blacktailed Godwit flockSimmondsScape,Cley Marshes July 2019 (Mark Golley)

My 30 year love affair witimosacame to the fore when | began working on the Cley reserve in
1990. At that point, numbers of Blat&iled Godwits were relatively modest compared to some of
the flocks we see hre now and, within my role of Assistant Warden, there was always time to pay
close attention to some of thepecies | particularly enjoyethp of that list was (and still is) Black
tailed Godwit.

The racial separation dimosaandislandicag | & y Qi thihg 39" y@as ago, far from it. Sveral

field guides touched upon the two forms but few actually went in to any depth, despite illustrations
clearly showinghumerousdifferences. started taking a few notes on things | would see on some of

the more stikingly different individuals and began to construct my own checklist of characters to
look for when trying to correctly identify the two different forms (a short note based upon those

appeared in &ley Bird Clubewsletter back in the day).



TheviewadR aa GKS y2NIKgSa NYSN) 2F . AfteaQa 2Faks |/
where the last breeding attempt (by two pairs) of the nominate form took place at Cley in 1992. (Mark
Golley)

My affection forlimosajumped further stil WSy > Ay wmMdbddpHZ FNRY G(GKS 2fR
north side of the reserve) | found the first breeding pairs on the Cley reseryatftine time,22
years (Richard Richardsbavingdocumented several attempts made between 19641970)

TwopairsweraJNBa Sy i 2y ¢gKIFG Aa y2g . AftfeQa 21 aKx y S
were a joy to watch over the course of thige weeksor so that theydisplayed, mated, laid and
incubated their eggsSadly both nests were predated, around the predickedching date, so the
assumption was thaground or aeriapredatorsmay haveheard the baby godwits peeping pre
emergence and took advantage of easy meal (there have been no subsequent breeding attempts
here at Cley).

During those hours of watchin@pé breeding pairs, the-field criteria of the birds was studied hard
and those featurestandresolutelyfirm today,many of them areat the core of what follows.

Distribution and status

There are three recognised forms of Bldaaked Godwit, two of vaich breed in Europe; nominate
Limosa limosa limosas a bird of temperate grasslands and marshes that winpensarily in
freshwater habitats to the south of the Sahara while the Icelandic farimosa limosaslandica
breeds within subArctic moorlandand tundra habitats and winters primarily throughout estuarine
habitats from Britain to the coast of north Africa.

The rominate ¥ 2 NXNré€eding stronghold remains The Netherlands with much of the remaining
population spread across central and easterntpasf Europe. Aelatively stable (if decliningin
placeg breeding population remains in and around the Ouse and Nene Washbdrfolk and
Cambridgeshirewhile other historic breeding records ofL.l.limosa have been noted from
southwestern England to theoutheast, Yorkshire and the south of Scotland.
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Blacktailed Godwit, formlimosg Cambridgeshire Washes (Richard Chandler)

The current status of East AnglibreedingbirdsA 4y Qi ySOSaal NAf& G4KS SiI
20142018, on the Cambridgkse side of the Washes, numbers ranged from 46 breeding pairs in
2015 to 31 territories in 2018. Interestingly, no young fledged in the peak year on the Nene
Washes, whilst the lovend year of 2018 saw 14 chicks fledge (apparently the most successful year
recently). Information from the Ouse Washes was scant, but it was known that two pairs raised four
young there in 2018. Over the border in Norfallata is also rather limited across the same period,;
there were three nesting pairs in consecutive yearsnra0152017 with nine young fledging in

2016. The data received for 2018 shows a rise in the number of pairs to six, but no young fledged.

Currently, the RSPB and WWT are involved in the Head Starter project thatunasrous
objectives:these includeincreasinglimosa productivity on the Nene and Ouse Washes, habitat
improvement, enhancing the knowledge re: local and more doagl migratory movements with
colourrings and tracker systems, increasing local support for the conservation of the species,
deweloping a recovery plan across the whole of the UK and also supplementing populations by a
rear-andrelease programme of baby godwits, many artificially incubated and reared in safety
before release in to suitable local habitat.

For more information seébttps://projectgodwit.org.uk/
As well as the strong breeding population on Iceland, other breeding records of presumed

L.Lislandicéhave been reported from northern Scotland, Orkr{eshere atiny colony still nests on
Mainland) Shetland and also Ireldn



At one point in the early 1990s just three pairsLoflimosawere found along the entire length of

the Washes (in Norfolk and Cambridgeshire), falling from over 60 successful pairs in thennfida @©
az2zald 2F . NRGIAYyQa o0 NEBSR foyndare aaxCald Snitlie SSambidgeslirell K S
Washes angdas discussed abovepme of those birds stray in to Norfolk on an annual basis post
breeding. Numbers of nominate birds visiting Norfolk are hard to gauge, figures are based almost
entirely on colou#ring returns only.

The rise of Icelandic birds within Norfolk has been quite spectacular across the p&ty8ars. At
2yS LRAYGZ G (KS -tailéd GedwitsZemained ssarce gassage ngrantainl O |
winter visitor to the county(it was hought at one point that onlyimosaoccurred in Norfolkanda
maximum of perhaps 90 or so was recorded on The Wash in late summer/early autumn during the
MpcnQa o0{SFr3A2 wmMpTtTO

Stev antett) N

Indeed it was only comparatively recently that Icelandic Btadkd Godwits became a feature of
b2NF2ft1 O0ANRfAFTST GKS YAR mpynQa 2y 6l NR alg |
(over 12@ were at Welney in March 1986) with autumn numhbk Ay (GKS 2| 4K AY
peaking at over 6000, a long way from the average peak counts of 28 birds between 1970 and 1983.
Large gatherings are now a part and parcel of birding at sites such as Titchwell, Holkham
Freshmarsh, Cley and Breydon Watespring, summer and autumn, many 1000s passing through

on their, now, familiar migration route.

Nominatelimosaare recorded at a small number of sites along the Norfolk coast on an annual basis

in very small numbers, with the majority of records reigtto colourringed individuals, almost all

of which originate from East Anglia (in recent years a Dutch ringed bird made it to Cley). Very few
observers record unringelimosasbut double figures are recorded annually at Cley and, in 2007, a
sizeable inff dzE 2 F LINB adzY SR GiNDASE SR 20/2iRg/ASlyEIE 2 O @ dzNINS R
on the NWT reserve.



Overview

Where possible, examples of the two fornisposaandislandicaare included to help illustrate the
primaryin-field identification featurs. Many of the photos that follow have been made available to
me by Steve Gantlett who has pointed his lenses at any number of birds that I, or Richard
Millington, asked him to capture for us over the last 10 years or more. Other photographers, most
notably Richard Chandler, have also bdemd enough to allow me to use some of their images to
help illustrate this article and | am extremely grateful to all of them.

Blacktailed Godwit flock, Arnold Blarsh, Cley Marshes July 2019 (Mark Golley)

Generaly, asafe identification ofan unringedlimosacan be made irspring(from April onwards)
summer and autumr{through to midto late September)some informed guesswork can also be
employed(with a combination ofin array of field traits, structural cha®ai SNA 8 G A O0&a )} yR 2
to put a name to winter birds too.

In the descriptions and accounts that follow, the aim is to provide a number of ldipfts and
pointers on what the key areas are &xaminewhen you have a flock of Blat&iled Godwis in
front of you. These focusrimarily onsize, structure and plumadaut there arenotes too on other
significantfactors such as the time of year and, importantigeing individual birdand assessing
their moult state

There are always questionshen tricky godwit identifications come along and it must be stressed
that there are times when even exceptionally experienced field birders will baulk at putting a name
to every potentialimosa> o6dzi R2y QU € SG GKIF G Lzl @2dz 2FFH

| 2 LISTdzA £ &8 G KrS bySv@yiof fBegedidzat ReasKsBme of the keysquired to unlock
the door to the wonderful world olimosax



First steps in the field

If you start to take an interest in the stdpecific identity of Blactailed Godwits there are a few
pointers to tryand remembetasthe process begins.aften work through the followingselection of
points.

#1 ~ Establish the agef the bird (see below) This may ake a little practice at firgbut, with time,

the jigsaw of ageing falls in to placeun@mer adults,first:summer birds 2" calendar year)
juveniles andnoulting firstwinters are straightforwardto work out(to one degree or anothetut

G OSNIIFAYy GAYSAa 2F GKS @8SINE SaNBOSRAyAe& bR &
extra attention paid ¢ them. Figuring out how to age one of those individuals is key to the
identification proces®f somelimosa(for more on ageing see below).

#2 ~Remember that some sprirand summeradults can be all grey, while firsummer birds (2
cy) can also appea largely grey too, very little showing in terms of colour on the upper
underparts.If they showany summer feathers on the upperpartbe sure totake note of the
pattern as best you can and also note theecisecolours of thosehandful of summer dathers.
They are vital to a correct stdpecific identification.

#H3~CNBX G6KSNB Ll2aairotsSz G2 Gl 1S FfyY2ad [With YdzOK
SELISNASYOSs GKSNBQa |y dzyR2dzo SR F¥S8SSf (kKat G o2
the bill length(and also the width of the bill base tqdpok at the length of both tibia and tarsus,

what shape is the foreneaR2 S& A0 KI @S WSOIAzPBEKSR 2@ 3A NuU2F A =
lanky?It is notalwayseasy but, with time and efirt, it begins to make sense.

#4 ~ Gauge the size of the bird as best you can. A smaller looking bird (of either form) is almost
certainly going to be a male. A larger bird, with more bulk, a longer bill and longer legs will almost
certainly be a female a femalelimosacan be a very large godwit indeed (though femalandicas

can be big too).

Pitfalls
Before continuingtihas to be stressed that not eveayiringedlimosacandidatewill be identifiable
in the field there isalikelihood that birdswill trip you upbut try not to be put off by that.

dWinter plumagd &ll-greybirds are notoriously trickybprderlineimpossible) to identify and some
Y2dzt GAyYy 3 3 NDé&wednyApryand Augiasiniparéicular large femalesf the two forms
are similarly tough to be 100% confideabout. You can make a fair guess, but somiehave to be
left alone.

Blacktailed Godwit, form unceri Iey Marshes, September 2009 (Steve Gantlett)



Generally speakinghough, there is a strong suite of characs that can be employed on a
presumedimosaand, often as not, those characters do indeed make for a safe identification of this
scarceform; with many spring, summer and autumn birds (of all ages) the code can be cracked.

Ageing

Throughout this arti@ > G KSNB Qa | 3 Nghvéniio ageld your Blatkilesl Gadiits 3 A &
correctly and with confidenc@&he latter isfar from beinga given!) There are several different ages

to work through across the year.

Juvenile

A relatively shosterm plumagefor both limosaand islandica retained for just a few weeks post
fledging. Characterised l@xceptionally clean and fresh looking plumage, with-gharp fringes and
tips to all the main feather tracts on the upperparts aadross thewings coupled withcrisply
patterned internal markings.

Hrst-winter

Both forms will moult quickly out of their juvenildymage as the autumn progresses, in terms of
both head and bodyOften its rew (grey) firstwinter feathersthat will be laid down within the
mantle and scapularsirst of all (on both formg whilst the juvenile covertsapd often tertials tod
may be retained for many months, sometimes even in to the following spring and surOmes.
godwits have progressed through their respective (and distinctivenjile to firstwinter moults,
they generally resemblgrey, winter plumaged adults buhose retained old brownish feathers
across the wing are a tdthle giveaway.

- i -

sl

Blacktailed Godwit, firstwinter, formislandica Cley Marshes, January 2012 (Steaat(®tt)

Firstsummer

Limosaand islandicacan both show distinctive firsummer plumages from the spring on to the
middle of summer. They may retain some old juvenile feathers right in to their second calendar year
OUKSANI GFANRG & dbfds SnNgarticulag able Ko sho@ & twidg” Rrig® of feather
generations; retained old and worn juvenile coverts can be admixed with grey, fadingifitst
feathers elsewhere in the wing along with a few more obvious agpk summer plumage.
Contrast on he wings is often obvious in both formifie coverts looking more faded and worn,
likewise the often rather motkeaten (rather pointed) looking flight feathers. However, there are
times, especially in the latter part of summer, that it can be exceptiortediyl to differentiate
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between firstssummer and grey (nehreeding/winter plumaged) adults (perhaps take note of bare
part colauration as a potential clue) whilst some bright fisstmmer islandicasmay be almost
impossible to tell apart from summer attideadults. At the end of the breeding seasoff @alendar

year birds will moult in to full adult winter plumage, sometimes losing feathers that may be 12
months old.

Adult summer

Nominatelimosasoften begin to attain their summer plumage earlier thiasfandicabut its certainly

not always the case, Icelandic birds can appear very bright and colourful as early as late March or
early April. Their vibrant and rich plumage tones, awash with slashes of cododer summer
islandicasas being easily separgbfrom the frequently less intensely tondichosas females almost
f221Ay3 +ta (K2dAK GKS&@&Q@S ol NBfteée 3ALAYySR 0O2f 2dz

Adult winter

The two forms can begin to moult out their respective summer plumage relatively early in the
summer, depending on indidual circumstance. Some adlithosas nonbreeding birds or perhaps
failed breeders, may start to moult in early to mid June and can be in full winter plumage well
before Augustlcelandic birds generally moult later, although that varies from yearet. \if they
leave the breeding grounds early, then they will moult earlier, but they will often still be behind the
limosamoult strategy. Both forms can hold on to summer feathers into the autumn, but the all grey
plumage is normally attained by late $ember to early October onwards.

Structure
Both forms, being closely relatesharemany similarstructural traits. On bothslandicaandlimosa
the two sexes share the same general features.

Blacktailed Godwit, male, fornimosa Poland (Richar
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Males will be smaller than females, both in terms of body bulk and the relative lengths of the bare
parts; they will look not only shorter in the bill but also shorter in the leg too. Some males (again of
either form) look almost dwarfed by a bigrhale (especially so when a femalenosais on the
scene)

Blacktailed Godwit, female, fornimosa Poland (Richard Chandler)

Female Blacksodwits (again of both forms) are the larger of the two sexes. The body often appears
larger and the bills antégs (both tarsus and tibia) look long (sometimes remarkably so) and | often
think that femalelimosasare the biggest of them all. Note too the relative depth of the bills too. A
long, very thick based bill wallso beindicative of a female, males nevezaching the thicknessr

the length of a femaleSome observers also feel that the rather shallow forehead of both male and
femalelimosais a further structural feature to look for.

Occasionally over the past 15 years or so, juvenile fefimalesashave arrived on theCleyreserve

and stood side by side tadult male islandicas Given the age difference and the fact that the
limosamay only have fledged a few weeks prior to appearing on the coast, the size difference is
quite startling, the nominate ibd toweringabove the Icelandic bird.

FIELD IDENTIFICATION

Juveniles

The separation of fresh juvenilenosaand islandicais one of the easiest parts of the Blaekied
Godwit conundrunto figure out with 100% confidencét Cley, most recent yeahsave presented
several helpful opportunities to look at young birdsthe two formsside by side with each other,
those differences arpronounced andoccasionally, extreme

As a basic rule of thumb, juveniienosawill often appear to be rather bignal lanky, remarkable
given how young they are. They often look quite plain and sometimes rather pale, their plumage a
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creamy white underparts. There are thoughrkiar juvenilelimosasin the mix too; they share the

same intrinsic features of the paler birds, they differ primarily by looking somewhat darker, ranging
from rather dark, almost chocolatey toned birds to individuals that are somewhere in between the
GIANS YR GONBgyé Y2NLIKA gAGK g1 NYSN) alyRe o N
juvenileislandicawill be richly toned bird, vibrant upperpart patterns of rust and black contrasting

with a lovely chestnut brown tone to much of the underparts. Theylook rather squat compared

to limosaand some will have really short looking bills too.

Given the staggered period in when the two formsdxteany fresh early (late Jumawardsto late
July juvenile Blachkailed Godwit encountered in Norfolkill be limosa The earliest juvenile noted
at Cley arrived within a significant influx abminate birds(thought to, most likely,be true
G/ 2y GAy Syl f 23920078R asba ride\of thivab, jBvenilémosaarrive from early to
mid July onwards.

Thefirst juvenileislandicaare often a month or so later (depending on how early, or late, the
breeding season has been further nortimd, as a rule of thumb, is often the first two weeks of
August that will see the arrival of fresh juvenile Icelandidsin Norfolk(there are late July records
at Cley too but early August is the norm).

When they do arrive, the contrasts between the two different forms is marked, as mentioned
above. Given the age difference of perhap8 @veeks (or more) between theeflging times of
juveniles of the two forms, by the time those freaka-daisycinnamon huedcelandic birds arrive

in Norfolk, a youndimosawill already be starting to lay down brand new legwy firstwinter
feathers within the scapulars and coventsesenting an all together more subdued affair.

» 4 !‘ x -
Blackli A f SR D2 R grayly 2 NRIEzQIS§F2 Hidhwel| duly 2017 (James McCallum)

This beautiful fresh, fully juvenilenosawas seen around th&itchwellreservein July 2017. Note

the plan, rather twotone look of the upperparts and closed wing, the glegwn of the mantle

and scapulars contrasting with the striking white fringes and tips of the otherwise largely greyish
O2@SNIasx SIFOK FTSIGKSNI a2 ONbrithd utdgfpartsdd¢ b Wdsbdof ¢ K S
pale brown across the uppdareast andthe top of the flanks, merging to greyer tones towards the

face. The thick bill base is readily apparent on both images as is the extreme leg length (note the
length of the legs of thécelandic birds in the group shot), remarkable for a bird so young.

13
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Blackli I A f SR D2 R brawin¥ 2 BI#0 Sipids2 TNifield Haven, Hampshiréugust2017 (Ashley
Saunders)

An alttogether different looking juvenilémosa in terms of plumge tones, to that of th&itchwell
OANR LIAOGdzNBR | 620S® ¢KS O6ANR Ay ! akKfsSeQa (g2
FfyY2ad 2214 a FIN NBY2OSR FTNRY (KSajueBiRBe Y
islandica The two full jwenile limosasdo share several traits though; the head again shows that
interesting bulge on the forsupercilium and a fulsome, broad supercilium as a whole. The internal
markings within all the main feather tracts on the wing are all rather plain Igpfas it is on the
GANBE Y2NLKE F102@08S0 YR (GUKS AYyaSNyrft YIFINj]a o
subdued in appearance and, importantly, colotihe Titchfield bird has rather plain brown weak

tea wash across the face, head and breast, comlplar to the Titchwell juvenile and shows the

same contrast between the rather dark rows of scapulars and paler panel ofdssstlaisy wing
coverts. Both birds share extremely long legs (tibia and tarsus) and their bills are exceptionally thick
at the base, as well as being long.

— ; - T =
Blacki  Af SR D2RgAGXT 2dz0Sy AnfoSa> Titckwe! yugust 2012 Nasley > 7T
Saunders)
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Above isan individual that lies almost sldgang in the middle of the two juveniles featured
previously Asidefrom the sardy brown hues of the upperparts, this youngster shares all the field
YENJ A FYR adGNHzOGdzNY £ LRAYyGa KAIKEAIKGEG F2N GKS
familiar soft feature, the extreme bulge of creamy white on the feupercilium is reaity
apparent, as is the pallid wash of milky #eswn across the face, breast and upper belly. The
upperparts, although different in colour tone, share the same rather subdued look of the other two
juveniles highlighted with little by way of internal martwithin the main feather tracts; the coverts
appear largely plain and palsh while the distinctive sul SNY A YV I 4 IN& Y K dzY @ A G KAy
coverts is present, ditto the rather plain looking fully juvenile tertials. The thaded long bill is

anather shared feature. It would be interesting to see what percentage of young birds, across
imossQad ONBSRAY3I NIy3aSs FAG Aydz2z GKS GKNBS avz2l
more random than hard and fast colour forms, with individual vasiatctually providing a simple
answer.

e J—— -

Blacktailed Godwit, juvenils, formislandica Cley Marshes, August 2009 (Stéve Gantlett)

When seen with a juvenilémosa fresh juvenileslandicassuch as these beautiful birds, taken at
Cley in early August 20, will confirm just how different the young birds of the two forms really are

~ as if you were looking at different species entirely. Compared tdithesa, juvenile islandica

looks much warmer in overall plumage tones. | often think that Icelandicsbstibw a less
pronounced head pattern (particularly the supercilium which seems less bulging and broad) but
more obvious features are the rich apricot or cinnamon wash to the underparts, (variable in tone),
which extends to the top of the belly and alongetflanks, quite different to the white shown by
limosa The upperpart patterning oislandicais far removed from the somewhat plain look of
juvenile limosa. The mantle shows neat black feathers with cinnamon fringes while all the main
feather tracts on he wing show complex internal markings of black and that same cinnamon or
apricot tone ~ the feathers full of internal anchors, notches, fringes and tips. Quite different from
the relatively plain, silvery grey wing panellimhosa.The bill on these birdare rather short and
neither appear too leggy, indeed sometimes some young Icelandic birds can appear even shorter
billed than these two.
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Moulting juvenile to firstwinter

As the summer progresses, juvenilmosasstart to moult out much of their fuljuvenile plumage

quite quickly, so that by the time the first fresh juvengéandicasarrive, a youndimosawill often

be in active moult towards its firstinter plumage ~ new grefirst-winter feathers will be laid

down within the juvenile feathers othe mantle and scapulars, giving an all together different feel
compared to the chestnut tonedlandicas6 82 &G NA{Ay3I FINB GKS RATFTTFS)
thinking that you were looking ato different species of godwivhich, perhaps, may well bibe

case of course).

One thing to remember (and it is another potential pitfall) is that as the juvesidgedicasstart to

see those fresh young colours fade and wear as their-\fiister moult begins (often from early
September onwards for many) the& y &G F NI G2 €221 | €tAGGES A}
tones of some fully juvenilémosas If you come across a faded looking yousigndica be sure to

check other featuresin particular the precise patterns of any marks within the tertzald coverts.

Onlimos&Zz G KS 3INBI GSN) O20SNIL A |t glerdigallyaithindhe teathérii K dzY
and lack any hint of black barring along the edge of the innermost greater coverts and also lack any
of the gingery or rusty tones thaslandca, even fading ones, will retain.

‘ - e v AN B -
Blacktailed Godwit, moulting juvenile, foriimosg
July 2013 (Mark Gollgy

B, 4 3 ,.f A TR

with Icelandc Blaetaiéa Godwit behind, Cley Marshes,

Although not the best of images, this phone shot taken in late July 2013 showsojusquickly a
juvenile limosawill begin to lay down brand new grdyrst winter feathers. On this bird, some
juvenile mantle and scapular feathers have already been replaced. This too was a large bird (again
note the length and width of the bill as wels the relative length of the tibia), so presumably it was

a moulting female.
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Blacktailed Godwit, moulting juvenile, fordimosa Cley Marshes, July 2009 (Steve Gantlett)

| SNB Q& | yinfosiaka$nhdh Wétter $hot than the one above, taken in A099. Again, note
a handful ofnewly laid down grey firstvinter feathers in the mantle andpper scapulars. The
visible coverts, secondaries and tafs remain fully juvenile, and as is typical liatosa check out
the subdued internal patterning anché¢ rather plain overalbppearancecompared to juvenile
islandica

Blacktailed Godwft, moul‘ting juvenile, forriir_nosérCI'ey I\)Ita?shéé, August 2015 (gteve Gantlett)

This moulting Augudimosamay have hatched a little later than the two birds above itgipallid plumage is
seen regularly withirthe form. Like the birds in 2013 and 2009, this individual has moulted a number of
mantle eathers and scapulars. Presunhala young female, the bill base looks extremely thick and the
remainder of the bill loks broad along its entire length.

17



Blacktailed Godwit, juvenile, fornimosg Cley Marshes, August 2009 (left) & Biailed Godwit, juvenile,
form islandica Cley Marshes, August 2009 (Steve Gantlett)

Side by side comparisershowthe many differercesbetween the two forms. lese imagesvere all
taken at the same time of yeaturing 2009and the appearances of the two are dramatically
different. Comparative images such as these are@tehingespeciallywhen you think thatimosa
and islandicaare the same species; juvenile plumagigsquently suggest something altogether
different.

Blacktailed Godwit composite, moulting juvérﬂl'iles, forgtandica Cley, September 2017 (James McCaIWJm)
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Just whenyou il K2 dzZ3 K4 @&2dzQ@S LIS NK | aukig bi@idllalany SoRes i eany A (1 K
autumn conundrum which always needs to be worked through with care. On several occasions
recently at Cley it has been noticed that some juvendiandicawill begin to resemble the
appearance of some of the sandier or ggelimosaswhen they start their moult in to firstvinter

plumage. These dull moultinglandicasare perhaps birds that fledged in an early season in the
breeding range and have, by early September, started to resemble moliltogas The breast
mayret Ay I NAROKSNJ O2f 2dzNJ gl aK (GKIFIy @&2dzQR aSS 2y
22 &0 dza émaked tekidls o Sdbuple of the birds shown within this montage show tell

tale marks ofislandica similarly the coverts on the bird in theiddle image on the bottom row

show typical juveniléslandicapatterns.

The second set of composite images below shows the Cley moulting julrerdgacompared to a
couple of the youngslandicasabove. There are strong similarities, undoubtedly; tdandicain

the middle of the montage is a rather grey individual, with restricted internal feather markings for
an Icelandic bird (but it shows only a small amount of moult across the scapulars), while the right
hand bird is certainly more advanced anddsalike in appearance. However, these birds are at
least six weeks apart in their appearance, timosawas taken in late July, thislandicasin early
September; within that time frame, thétmosawould have moulted to somewhere close to full
first-winter plumage and be markedly different in appearance. But these iglalhdicasare a
problem which must be considered later in the autumn.

limosa 1st W
27th July

islandica 1stnq u

3rd Sept

-

- v - \ - . — - = . —=- - =
SR S—l‘t——- / e

Blacktailed Godwit composite, moulting juvenile, foﬂirﬁosa_-CIey, July 2013 (Mark oIIy) & moulting
juveniles form islandica Cley, September 2017 (James McCallum)

Gb2yNEBSRAY 3¢ LI dzYF 3SR 0ANRA 9 HO&X o0& YR 2fR
From arguably the easiest age to identify the two forms to the toughest of all.

Godwits in either partially grey or entirely grey plumages are notmly hard to identify, indeed

some all greyirdswill be left alone by everyone. There is a feel to sdm@sasthough (especially

those long and lanky females) which can at least give an intuitive guess as to what form is being
looked at.

Aswas mea A2y SR SIFENIASNE GKSNB FINB Ylyeée OFENAIOES
fundamental to the process is the correct ageing of the bird and the time of yearleallyhave a
bearing on the identification too.

During the winter, grey Blagk Af SR D2RgAGa Ay b2NF2f]1 oAttt 0S
to seeing dimosa(colourringed or a candidate unringed bird either) from ntalate October to

very late MarchLimosawinters anywhere from southern Europe right down to sséhaan Africa

(in 2009a Dutchlimosa, bearing a transmitter flew around 3500 miles in 72 hours to Senegal, west
Afrficaf a2 GKSNBQa tAGGE S f Alabef dafg@rRaRunthT 2y S NB Y| A
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With that in mind, the focus falls othe toughest of tle tough; thed 3 NBrést (nodbreeding
individuals). However, despite the difficulty involved, there are times of the year when, with
patience, pieces of the puzzle can safely be put together.

Firstsummer
The easiest ay to dissect some of these ndmeeding birds is to look closely at a selectioh
photographs from Cley and Titchwell.

e

R,

Blacktailed Godwit, firstsummer (2cy), foriimosa, Titchwell RSPB, July 2013 (Mark Golley)

A super example by which to start wita,real monster! When Richard Nigton and | found this

bird we were both stunned atow striking a bird it wassven though belly degphe bill length and
breadth alone (and gparent body size too) poirtb this being a femaléimosa The summer adult

type feathers present are limitebut their patterns are classlonosatoo ~ narrow areas of pale
straw yellow contrasting with large blackish remairglem the feathers in questiorthese are
coloursand patterns that you will not see oislandicaof any ageThe coverts and tertialsppear

worn and a little ragged and some darker grey feathers are apparent oacdyeulars and all help

to confirm the age as being firsummer (2cy). The head pattern too is something that may be a
GazFfidé FSIGdz2NB 27F (oK the foFerstyptailiun iy’ sordedhifidh rbtézkion hatzy 3 S
limosas This bird is a dream for working through the challengéirst-a dzY YSNJ &/ 2y @Ay Sy
GFrAf SR D2RgA(a¢d

—

Blacktailed Godwit, firstsummer (2cy), fornimosa Cley Marshes, July 2015 (Nigel Rogers)
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Another July bird for you here, this one taken at Cleged confidently as a firstummer (2cy) bird,

you see a largely grey bird with only a handful of summery feathers on the gmgkunderparts,

but £ &2 @KdbWaBsQcantrast on the closed wing, wlea number of retained *1 year
feathersare seeracross the coverts, presenting a distinctive paler grayel. As with the Titchwell
OANR [02@S> (GKAa AYRAGARdzZ f Q4 f A Y AtjpiSaRlimasalzY Y S N
patternsT 1 K S NO# €rdw yéllswScontrasting with a large blackiarea in theremainder of the
feathers in question, lacking the rich orangeestnut ofislandica(illustratednicelyby the stunning

adult Icelandic individuah front of it). What little reddish colour theres belowon the limosais

also rather pale and the handful of partial bars are restricted to the breast and upper belly. The
structure suggests this is a mdleosa but it still appears larger than the oldésiandicain the
foreground. The tibia lengtis long, the bill shows a thick base and is rather thick too along its
gK2fS tSy3aikK YyRO1SE AKSLWBASY&ETEIto0oSAG y20 &
the older grey feathers have a leggey pallor, something that may also suggéesbsa

Blacktailed Godwit, firstsummer (2cy), fornlioa Cley Marshes, June 2019 (Mark Golley)

A phone shobf a strikingfirst-summer femaldimosadl K i L F 2 dzy, RleyNWintdiné Q& t
this year.Theo A N&t®and side Bowed one retained very wornancient juvenile lesser covert
(confirming its age afirst-summer). Note the bulging forsupercilium and also the breadth of the

bill base which indicates this to be a female. That bill thickness and length can be seen daisily in
imageof this striking bird. The contrast on the wingith paler grey covertss easilyseen Crucially,

note the singlepatternedtertial provingit to be in an otherwise"grey summerplumage".
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Blacktailed Godwit, firstsummer (2cy), fornimosa Titchwell ISI;B \i]l—y 2019 (Ashley Saunders)

A known, colowringed firstssummer (2cy) bird that was fledged by a paidiofosason the Nene

2 3KSasx /FYONARISAKANBE Ay uHnamyd LG 6Fa& GNIF O1S
seen again until a rsichting on the Coto Dofiana, Spain in early February 2019. In the third week of
April it was noted at Frampton RSPB, Lincolnshire before coming across to east Norfolk, spending
two days at Breydon Water on May'®". By May 28, it was back on the Cambrieighire Washes

and was noted on three dates to early June. It subsequently left there and moved to Titchwell RSPB
on June 29 and remained there until at least July™ .8As wih other 2cy birds above, the@d @S NE
little by way of any summer feathering dhis individual, but the single summer scapular peeping
through is the classic, wab-see pattern olimosa

Secondsummer

CKSNBEQa fAGGES T @FLAfELFO6fS FNRBY b2 NIEnérimosadhes I &
best | can manage is a geinal account of a bird that | located in and around the Cley reserve in
June 2013At the time, | worked through it thinking it could besacondsummer (3cy) bird and
someofthei A& &aK2gy 0 Slikdikodd thbuglsthNabitrauld BeeSstidmiamale, just

a particularly pallid individual. For the moment, it will be left aseaondsummer.

— ——— — D e

- e — = = e -
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Blacktailed Godwit, perhabs sed(jrsijmmer(:%ci}), férr;\li‘moéa‘adht) wi;h I‘celanaic lglaeiailed Gédwit, B
form islandica. Sea Po&@Jey Marshes, June 2B(Mark Golley)
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Initially seen sleeping on Whitwell Scrape, this bird was, literally, head and shoulders above the
NEYIFAYRSNI 2F GKS Fft201 FyRX tftUK2dAK Ay | L)X dz
breeding feathers on the brown closed ngi (one summer inner tertial on the right wing), the
delicate wash of pale orangey red across the head and breast, to the lower flanks, along with a
selection of dark bars across the breast and flanks, along with the length of both sections of the leg
anda long bill, all pointed to this bird beingsacondsummerfemalelimosa

Blacktailed Godwrt perhaps secomirmmer (3cy) fornhmosa Sea Pool Cley Marshes June 2013 (Mark
Golley

My notes atthe time mention the followinggt X  @SNE 20888vza o RS WRI af SSL
fS3a O6Ay 020K GFNAdzA FyR GAOAL fsyauKauz I @8
2Nl y3asSe Ay (GKS FFOS oLItSald FINRdzyR (GKS f2NBao
A0NRLISE © . 2f distingtdmilgs NIXDontt sactior. Claskediviing entirely brownish, save for
GFNBaKég o0fl O] LINAYIFENARSED {YIFIEt o6flF O] &aYSIFEN Ay
rear scaps (forming distinctive pattern on closed wing). Greater coverts perhakesrdaown in

tone. One s/p (summer plumage) feather on whole of the uppers ~ the inner tertial on the right
wing ~ blackish with pale yellowy notches (not golden and nothing like the rich colour shown even
by 1s telandic birds Breast faded orage, mergng to blackish barextending to lower breast and

upper flanks. Incredibly long legs and brdamksed long bill. So lanky when walking about and

Of SINI e 2yS 2F GKS o6A33Sad o0ANRa Ay GKS Fft20]

The following day] found the bird again on Sea Pool, whénvas generally awake, rather than
asleep, Inotedi 2 YS | RRAUGAZ2Y I LRAYy(Gax

AXRFENJ] ONRgy o0FftSO]TSR GAGK NHza(GE& LI {-5dz2OSINYESH |
0SKAYR GKS SeS (22d 5FN)] f2NBa g Seé SradwpperlSo 2
breast only area of full colour (extending around to the nape). Lots of fine arrowheads on upper
scaps; V. neat pattern. Some black marks in rear nape and mantle (upper bisic tlassa
patterned feathers, black w/pale creamy edgeset broad and extensive likeslandicab €
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Dark brown crown

Broad fore-supercilium ' Broad brown eyestripe

Long bill, broad-based too _ Genenerally plain brown upperparts

Pale orange breast and face, some
barring on breast sides and upper flanks

Plain brown tertials, one summer plumage
feather hidden by longest tertial

Blacktalled Godwit, perhaps secomﬂmmer (3cy) fornhmosa, Sea PooI Cley Marshes June 2(]183
annotated image was done at the time as part of a potential submission to the Norfolk Records Committee
whentheformg & 6SAy3a 02y adARSNBR(MarkiGolleyy RSAONRLIGIAZ2Y GaLISO

Grey adults

Confirmed grey adulimosasare normally encountered in Norfolk by virtue of known colomged
examples which may summer at a site and can be watched losing their summerdinkergplacing
them with typically lead grey (rather strikingly dark new feathers) anytime from late June onwards.
At Cley in 2019, there have been a trio of coldanged nominate birds that have moulted rapidly
and have been watched changing between thed week of June to the very middle of July into
grey nondescript individuals.

Blacktailed Godwit, moultlng adult forrhmosa Cley Marshes, June 2019 (Steve Gantlett)
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Taken in June, this particulimosais already well on the way to losing gsmmer attire, laying

down many new grey featherfgnd was in full winter dress by the start of the third week of July)

No two years are the same, so that must always be borne in mind when you come across a grey
godwit in summer. As has been touched aeyously, yowcanwork throughS y & dzNA y 3 & 2 dzQ !
iKS O0ANR O2NNBOGf& odKIGQa GKS FTANRUG ZoleralNJi Ay 3
& T S $du dnay be able toome to a conclusion in your own mirficom there but to convince a
recoRd O2YYAGGSS e2dzQft ySSR SELSNASYyOS 2F (KS
back up your theory. But &arge, lanky grey adulgodwit, with a gawky (almost tepeavy)
RSYSIy2dz2NE || OK#RDD&SNR & [ -BadSdd bl poiryIegsSmidl pudylou in

the ballpark oflimosa

Blacktailed Godwit, moulting adult, forimosg Cley Marshes, July 2019 (Andy Johnson)

Another of three longstaying knowrlimosaat Cley in the summer of 2019 was this individual from

the NeneWashes By the middle of July (when this photo was taken) it had already moulted in to
Ffy2ald FdzZf @Ay adSN LIEGADOES oF ybRs&t bik drél thieOdg@lyFclués ¢ 3
(rings, flagsand geb 2 OF 12 NJ | aA RS0 (2 (acbredy\aydr Qlfiey AdRtSny G A { ¢
the middle of the summer is well worth checking thoroughly.

. NEBSRAyYy3I¢ LI dzYlF 3SR | Rdzf (&
In their respective summer plumagdgnosaand islandicaare relatively straightforward to pick
apart from each other.

As discussd previouslylimosasbreed several weeks earlier thaislandicas so in early spring a
godwit with a decent amount of colour will certainly be worth investigating further. Obviously,
individual birds from Iceland can lay down summer colour early on ynca@ given season but
even if they do, there are plenty of pointers by way of separating the two forms, and this holds true
from April through to at least July.
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Blacktailed Godwit, formimosg Cambridgeshire Washes (Richard Chandler)

From April thraigh until, sometimes, the middle of summer (right in to the third week of July), a
male limosawill often be, with careful searching, relatively straightforward to pick out amongst a
flock of Icelandic birdsThe bird above, photographed in East AngieJune 2013is a textbook
spring/summer maldimosa The bill (with its extensive rich coral orange colouration) and relatively
short-legged look (for a nominate bird) point to the sex of the bird whilst identification features
Ay Of dzRS (1 KS deliopthelrhéad and Bretrtléoloura®ioh which extends only to the top
of the breast (with some suffusion within the heaigh barring across the underparts). The few
summer feathers within the mantle and the upperwing are typical of the form; plenty of black
within the feather centre coupled with very pale yellolwygown notches and bars. Much of the
remainder of the wing is plain looking, mown in tone (this bird, like many, shows nothing in
GSN¥Ya 2F YINJa 2y (GKS (GSNIANHANBE P 2Ff diKS2w 20 RE
supercilium is obvious (it does seem to be recurring plumage trait on the form).

Blacktailed Godwit, formlimosg Poland (Richard Chandler)
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